
 

H1 - Learn the Woodwind Instrument of Your Choice 

If you already play a woodwind instrument, or you want to begin playing one, the Sloan School of Music 

has everything you need to learn musical skills and succeed at woodwinds! Currently, we offer lessons 

for saxophone, clarinet, and flute. Our experienced instructors understand the passion for creating 

music with a woodwind instrument. They understand how to teach students of all ages and experience 

levels. Plus, all students are encouraged to perform publicly in recitals or ensembles. 

H2 - An Overview of Woodwinds Instruments 

Woodwinds instruments historically have been made of wood. Over the years, the manufacturing of 

these instruments has been updated. Now, woodwinds are made of wood, metal, plastic, or some 

combination of the three.  

These instruments are made of tubes or cylinders, with holes in them. Each instrument has a 

mouthpiece at the top with an opening at the bottom.  

Woodwind instruments are played by blowing into the mouthpiece (hence the ‘wind’ in the name) as 

you cover or uncover holes along the cylinder to change the notes. 

Many of these instruments use reeds located in the mouthpieces to assist the playing. Reeds are thin 

pieces of wood that vibrate as you blow air over them. Some woodwinds’ mouthpieces, like those in 

clarinets, are single reeds (made from one thin piece of wood) and others, like ones found in oboes and 

bassoons, use double reeds (two pieces of thin wood joined together). 

Like stringed instruments, small woodwind instruments have higher pitches while larger instruments 

have lower ranges. 

H2 - Types of Woodwind Instruments 

There are several woodwind instruments and can be divided into six major categories: 

H3 - Flutes and Piccolos – Flutes are the oldest of the woodwinds, and average slightly over two feet in 

length. Piccolos are shorter versions of flutes and play higher sounds.  

H3- Clarinets – These instruments look very similar to an oboe but use a single reed in the mouthpiece 

instead of the oboe’s double. Clarinets are made in several different sizes, though the most common is a 

little over two feet. Some musical compositions require one clarinet player to play different instruments 

in the same piece!  

H3 - Saxophones – These are new to the family of woodwinds, having only been introduced around 150 

years ago. A sax uses a single reed and is important in jazz and blues music, but is used in other styles, 

too. They come in a variety of different sizes and are played in the same fashion as clarinets. 

H3 - English Horns – An English horn is not English and not a horn, making its name slightly confusing! 

English horns are closely related to the oboe and are played the same way. It has a wider tune and is 

longer, with a pitch range lower than an oboe. 



H3 - Oboes – Orchestras usually have between two and four oboes. Oboes are about two feet in length 

and are black with metal keys to cover their holes. They offer a wide range of sounds, making their 

music easily memorable.  

H3 - Bassoons – A bassoon has several keys and is very long, almost nine feet! To make the instrument 

easier to manage, the tube is doubled on itself so a player can hold it comfortably. Like an oboe, it is 

played while held upright as you blow through the double-reed in the mouthpiece. 

H2 - The Benefits of Woodwinds Lessons at the Sloan School of Music 

At the Sloan School of Music, our instructors are not only experts at music but also teaching music! They 

can help identify your strengths and areas for improvement as you play. We pride ourselves on 

providing a warm nurturing environment. Our goal is to help you improve as a player and have fun doing 

it! 

We understand the many benefits of playing music. Music lessons help improve posture, poise, and 

discipline. When you learn to play music, you also improve your brain function and IQ.  

Our one-on-one lessons are catered specifically to your skill level, whether you’re a complete beginner, 

an expert, or anywhere between. We also offer group lessons to help you get used to playing as part of 

an orchestra. This is great for socialization and teamwork-building skills. 

H2 - Frequently Asked Questions about Woodwinds Instrument Lessons 

When you start music lessons, you’re opening yourself up to an exciting new world! As amazing as this 

experience is, if you are brand new to music, you may have questions. 

H3 - 1. What’s the Earliest Age My Child Can Begin Music Lessons? 

Children as young as six may begin music lessons. This is the age where most children have 

learned their alphabet. Your child will also need the ability to sit in one spot for twenty minutes. 

Sometimes younger children can also take lessons, depending on their ability to focus and 

concentrate. 

H3 - 2. Do We Need Our Own Instrument? 

Your (or your child’s) progress will greatly increase if you have access to an instrument for at-

home practice. We offer high-quality used instruments and rental options to make your lessons 

affordable.  

H3 - 3. How Much Should My Child Practice? 

To maximize improvement, muscle memory, and comprehension, we recommend practicing five 

to six days a week, with 30-40 minutes of practice per session. 

H2 - Woodwinds Lessons at Two Convenient Maryland Locations 

When you visit our facilities, our friendly staff of experts will be happy to answer your questions. We’ll 

happy to give you a tour of our state-of-the-art facilities and introduce you to our highly trained 

instructors.  



For your convenience, The Sloan School of Music offers two locations: one in Hagerstown, MD, and one 

in Urbana, MD.  

H2 – Three More Reasons to Choose the Sloan School of Music for Your Woodwind Lessons: 

H3 - 1. We offer relaxing facilities. We want both our students and their families to be 

comfortable. We offer free WIFI and USB charging ports in our spacious waiting areas. We also 

have free refrigerated beverages at both locations! 

H3 - 2. We are teachers first. Founded in 2019, the Sloan School of Music was started by a group 

of teachers with a passion for both music and teaching it to our students. We’ve made it our 

mission to give you the best musical instruction possible by focusing on teaching first. 

H3 – 3. We are committed to updating technology. There are advancements in every field and 

music is no exception. We stay up to date on any emerging technologies in the music field, so 

your lessons are the most current available.   

H2 - Woodwinds Instrument Instructors 

Are you ready to start your music lessons? From instrument selection to matching you with one of our 

friendly instructors, we’ll make the entire process easy and fun. Contact us today and we can schedule 

your first lesson.  
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